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JANUARY 2016.

CHAIRMANS FOREWORD

As 2016 races towards its end and days just melt away at an alarming rate, I find myself voicing that age

old phrase, where did that year go? Well when I look back at what our little group of volunteers have

done, and the outstanding results achieved its not surprising. I feel not only pleased but immensely proud
to have been part of this success, but be in no doubt
about the enormous amount of hard work, time and
dedication donated to making each event a success,
it was, to say the least exhausting, and at times
incredibility frustrating but always rewarding.

Most people when not directly involved, are only
ever aware of the end result, and never the unseen
hard work, and how at times the sheer volume can
overwhelm. Regardless of this our little group as you
will read have achieved an enormous amount in 2016
from the “SS Dingle” project through to the Dublin
Bridge based conclusion of our “SS Connemara”/ “SS
Retriever” Centennial Project.

Nine projects in all, and of course the major one,

the commemoration of our greatest local maritime
tragedy, the collision and sinking of the “SS.
“Connemara” and “SS. Retriever” which covered 16
events alone, all directly linked. So come Christmas
a time to drop anchor, rest up and recharge our
batteries for 2017, and then look at what projects our
volunteers will take on in the new year.

Chairman: Michael O’Hare
Treasurer: Colum Curran

Secretary: Margaret Trainor

PRO: James McArevey A lot of preparatory work was done during the month laying the foundations of important projects

to be delivered in the months ahead. Meetings were set up with the Ring of Gullion Landscape
Partnership (ROGLP) and the Irish National Foresters (INF) to coordinate the revival of the
“Flagstaff Fiesta” and the “Connemara’/ “Retriever Centennial respectively. Monthly meetings were
held with each body until June.



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 2016. THURSDAY 17TH MARCH 2016.

We had the honour of leading the annual St. Patricks Day Parade in Newry. A vintage AEC
Mandator lorry, on loan from Barry Haulage Warrenpoint, was adorned with banners depicting
aspects of our port history.

MONDAY 18TH APRIL.2016

We marked the centenary of the loss of the Liverpool registered collier, “SS Dingle”, with a
commemorative service at Yewtree Park Newry. Ten of the eleven man crew hailed from Newry

and Mourne and our all inclusive service included representatives of the INF and the Royal British

As part of our schools education programme we were pleased to organise a visit to Warrenpoint
Legion.

Port and Seatruck Ferries for the P7 pupils of Mullaghglass PS. Co. Armagh.



SATURDAY 30TH APRIL.2016. FRIDAY 3RD JUNE 2016.

“RMS Lusitania”
Almost 3 years of hard work came to a conclusion with the unveiling of Phase 1 of our heritage
project at Cloughogue Roundabout. We paid tribute to the blacksmiths who worked at Cloughogue We were pleased to be invited to Burren GAC to deliver a presentation on the Ryan Brothers, 2 local
Bridge and farm gates forged by Tommy Connolly over a century ago were sited on the roundabout men who were lost on the “Lusitania” and “HMS Queen Mary”. Members of the Royal British Legion
between stone peers. They returned from the Quinn family homestead in Fathom to within yards of accompanied us to this event which was hosted by the Ryan family.

where they were made and now stand as a “Gateway To Newry”.



SATURDAY JUNE 1MTH 2016 SUNDAY 31ST JULY 2016

Fond memories of a past era were rekindled when we reinvented the “Flagstaft Fiesta”, a family fun
day for the community, after an absence of some 46 years. Originally the brainchild of popular local
priest, Fr. Henry Devlin, the highlight of the event came in 1970 when, fresh from her Eurovision
triumph, Dana sang to an audience of over 5000 at this famed beauty spot. Our liason with

ROGLP and Killean and Edentubber Regeneration Group reaped dividends and the event was very
successful. We also unveiled a fitting tribute to the generations of Fathom seamen who have a special
niche in the annals of the Port of Newry and further afield.

Newry Maritime Association engaged with Carlingford Lough Yacht Club, to host the marking

and launch of our SS Connemara/ SS Retriever centennial commemoration, with the unveiling of a
plaque in the club house, which will be a lasting reminder to those who sail this beautiful Lough, and
of those who perished in its waters.



SATURDAY JULY 30TH/ AUGUST 1ST MONDAY 1ST AUGUST 2016

In a ground breaking event, never before achieved in Great Britain or Ireland, Newry Maritime
Association in an effort to heighten the importance of this centenary decided with funding from
the Loughs Agency to externally illuminate the off shore Haulbowline Lighthouse for six weeks.
This iconic lighthouse built in 1824 also housed the only three witnesses to this terrible tragedy
where they stood helpless as the ships collided and sank. The light today continues to serve
shipping as a main navigational aid.

We unveiled a commemorative plaque at Cranfield in view of Haulbowline Lighthouse to mark
the significant milestone of illuminating this iconic navigational aid. Over a six week period the
illumination was viewed by an estimated 50,000 people. This challenging feat was a first in Ireland
and Britain.



FRIDAY AUGUST 5TH 2016 SATURDAY 6TH AUGUST

EVENT 1

A plaque highlighting the
wooden pier at Greencastle,
built by the London and North
Western Railway Company,
who owned and operated the
ill fated vessel “SS Connemara”
was unveiled by Sean
Cunningham. This pier since
its construction in 1880 has
echoed to the footsteps of so
many leaving, never to return.

EVENT 2

Nicholsons store at Derryogue served
a very sombre purpose in this tragedy
as a temporary morgue in which to
lay out the bodies as they were washed
ashore, so the distressed relatives could
identify their loved ones. The store
today is still owned by the Nicholson
family 100 years later ,who graciously
afforded NMA permission to erect a
plaque on the store to mark the event,
and was unveiled by Edward & Shirlee
Nicholson, followed by their generous

With the assistance of Pamela Houston CEO. of KDA a commemorative plaque was unveiled hospitality event.

in the Nautilus centre reflecting the huge contribution Mourne has made to the richness of the
maritime history of the area, and also how Kilkeel was affected by this tragedy. Captain Patrick
O’Neill master of the “SS Retriever”, married to Margaret Donnan of Newry St. Kilkeel perished as
did his son and brother in law on that fateful November night in 1916.



FRIDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2016.

The Rostrevor branch of the Irish National Foresters in conjunction with the John Mitchell branch The Irish Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade hosted a visit to Greenore Port by the naval
in Newry, both branches having had members who perished in this tragedy, have been great gunboat, LE Roisin, following her spell in the Mediteranean on a humanitarian exercise which saw
supporters and fund raisers for this commemoration. Plaques have been erected at, and financed by 1800 migrants rescued. We were pleased to be invited to attend a reception on board the vessel and

both branches to remember and honour their lost members. made a presentation to Lt. Commander, Patrick Doherty.



SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2016. SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2016.

Our location moved from Greenore to Glasnevin Cemetery in North Dublin as guests at the
National Famine Commemoration which was attended by the President of Ireland, Michael D
Higgins. After the ceremony we met the President and the Minister for the Gaelteacht, Heather

Humphreys. Once again we held a service of remembrance for all those interred in the Paupers Graveyard Newry

in association with Carnagat Community Association.



WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2016.

MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER

St Brigids PS. Drumilly has a key role in the Centennial story. Charles Kearney was the principal
there from 1882 until retirement in 1922 and his daughter Kathleen assisted him. His son Patrick,
a newly qualified teacher, was going to join them in the little school. Patrick and Kathleen were
passengers on the “SS Connemara” that fateful night, travelling to meet a sister in Liverpool.
Patricks body was recovered but sadly Kathleen was never found. A plaque in their memory was
unveiled by their nephew, Dermot Boyle.

Newry Maritime Association were invited to Grange School Greencastle to speak to the children
on the “SS Connemara” / “SS Retriever” tragedy, and were pleased and surprised at the level of
knowledge the children had acquired on the event, and the wish to know more, plus the sincerity
expressed which was heart warming, and showed the extensive work and time the teachers had
taken on the subject, these children will remember.



SUNDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2016.

Photos courtesy of Joanna Donnelly

Our centennial journey took us from South Armagh to North Louth and the Cooley Peninsula.
The youngest of 14 soldiers on board the “SS Connemara” was Boy Trumpeter, Edwin Righton
Carter aged 17 years and 7 months. Edwin, from London, was buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery
Carlingford and his grave overlooks the waters of the Lough which claimed his young life. Pastor
John Purcell officiated and the Camlough Brass and Reed Band played the Last Post and Reveille in
a poignant tribute. Local man,Captain Joe Woods unveiled a commemorative plaque.

SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2016

The historic Cill Mhuire Cemetery in Cooley was the setting for our remembrance tribute to 3 local
cattle drovers who perished on the “Connemara”. On a sunny Sunday afternoon FR Malachy Conlon
led a prayer service and Mrs Ita Collins unveiled the beautiful plaque in memory of the men.



TUESDAY 1NTH OCTOBER 2016.

We completed the facelift of the Cloughogue Roundabout with the upgrade of the large flower bed
on the western side. This work was complimented by the installation of a bespoke piece of artistic
ironwork from Mickey Mallon. Aptly titled, “A Day in the Forge” the piece depicts the various tasks
carried out in a typical forge and features a varied range of tools availed of by the blacksmith. The
Cloughogue Roundabout Heritage Project is one that we can be truly proud of and the appearance
of the roundabout is in keeping with its role as a “Gateway to Newry” from the arterial A1 Belfast /
Dublin route.

THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2016.

We returned to the Paupers Graveyard along with our partners, Carnagat CA, for a service of
remembrance for all deceased children. This is a popular and well supported event and further adds
to the integrity of the cemetery which we helped to restore with the provision of a new gate. Since
then the local community have taken ownership and anti social activities have waned.



SUNDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2016.
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6. We remember
AMOTHERS SO

James McArevey (Information)

T: 078 5652 0029

Photos courtesy of Ian Heaney

The 14th event in our centennial programme took place in St Patricks Church of Ireland Parish
Church Newry. Having obtained permission from the Select Vestry we went there to commemorate
an unidentifiable soldier who perished on the “Connemara” and was buried in the adjoining
cemetery. Councillor David Taylor, a member of the Select vestry, unveiled a plaque in the Church
and a lament was played at the graveside by Pipe Sergeant Anthony Fitzpatrick. Our old friend John
Henry, from Tullyvallen Silver Band, sounded the Last Post and Reveille. Once again this was a day
of inclusivity, a hallmark of the project.

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER

It was on this day that NMA with permission from Warrenpoint Harbour Authority erected a
commemorative plaque on the dock railings in Warrenpoint Square to the sole survivor of the
sinking, James Boyle from Warrenpoint. James was a 21 year old crew member on the “SS Retriever”
when both vessels collided and sank. Ironically James was a non swimmer but managed to cling to an
upturned lifeboat and was washed ashore. James died in 1967, 51 years after the sinking.



THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2016. THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER

. . , , « » On this date the actual date the tragedy took place 100 years ago Alex Easton unveiled a plaque at
A refurbished municipal bench seat was sited adjacent to the "Newry Docker” sculpture at Yew tree park River Street Newry to the memory of the entire crew of the “SS Retriever”, the majority

Albert Qu.ay in memory of all the victims ,Of the tragedy and the sole survivor, J ames BOY.le frorr.l of whom lived in the streets nearby, fortunately all of their bodies were recovered, and interned in the
Warrenpoint. The gold leafing on the seat is a key feature and the work of master sign writer, Mickey local cemeteries, bringing closure to the bereaved families

Mc Caul snr, who at the age of 85 still produces the goods.



THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER

The final event at Dublin Bridge Newry was the unveiling by Alex Easton a forth generation grandson
of Robert Glenny a local wealthy merchant who was owner of the “Clanrye Steamship Company”
and also owned and operated the collier “SS Retriever”. Newry Mourne and Down District Council
granted permission to site the memorial in the small park at the Albert Basin. The site is most
appropriate as the “SS Retriever” would have lain alongside these quays being discharged, as indeed
her crew would have walked these streets 100 years ago.

The memorial consists of artefacts recovered from the wreck of SS Retriever by Newry Sub Aqua
Club, and included into a lasting iconic piece depicting our rich maritime history.



