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This surreal image of forked lightning above the iconic
Haulbowline Lighthouse at the mouth of Carlingford Lough

comes from, "Photography by Ann Bruen".

Ann, the highly acclaimed photographer from the picturesque village of Omeath, shot this "Once
in a lifetime image" from the shore at Ballagan, Co. Louth on the evening of Monday 8

September 2025.

th

Her striking image was nominated as "Photo of the Week" in "Amateur Photographer Magazine" in
early October, a well deserved accolade for this highly talented young woman.

Understated as ever, Ann commented,
"Don't believe I will ever be lucky enough to capture a 

lightning shot above Haulbowline like this again.
Right place, Right time,

Bucket List Shot"

Our Cover Photo
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Chairpersons Foreword

We have also worked tirelessly, establishing links in Bolton and Birmingham, to have a working group set up to
promote the tourism and recreational potential of the Newry Inland Canal and this has been set up in recent
months. Our Treasurer, Helena Young, gives more detail in an article in this Report.

The final stage of the Greenway between Victoria Lock and the Border was opened on Thursday 10  July and
has been very well received and subscribed to. NMA has been involved in the Greenway scheme since the
inception of the project in 2012 and we are very proud of our contribution to the successful transition of a
vision to reality. We were pleased to renew our friendship Mr Eamon Mc Manus, now retired, who was the
original driver of this innovative recreational development.  

th

Sadly, Fisher Park featured in the press this year for all the wrong reasons. Foreign nationals were living illegally
in tents there for over a year culminating in the murder of a man in June. Despite our best efforts, the Council
failed to evict them and yet this happened very swiftly following the tragedy. We are now actively engaged
with Council officials in having this little oasis restored to the Public Realm and hope to see it reopened early
next year.

I look forward to another successful year ahead for NMA as we continue the preservation and active
promotion of our maritime heritage, and particularly thank our Corporate Members for their continued
support, which enables the delivery of our projects.

James Mc Arevey,
Chairperson,
January 2026.

And so another year has passed and once again NMA has
acknowledged significant events and individuals from our rich tapestry
of maritime heritage. We have also contributed to stakeholder groups
connected to strategic projects proposed for Newry.

At times this has been a frustrating process, with little visible progress, as in
the development of a Park at the Albert Basin. This project was passed by
the full Council in October 2017 and over 8 years later there is no tangible
progress. A willingness to proceed is hard to detect from the Council
especially when aligned with the progression of the so called "Civic Centre"
.

The latter scheme has been robustly opposed by Ratepayers, Traders and
the local clergy who presented a petition with the signatures of 2,600
parishioners protesting against this madness. The will of the people is clearly
being ignored by officials and Councillors alike but we will continue to
advocate for the people of Newry highlighting what they are demanding,
Build the Park now !!!

And clearly, what they are opposed to, an unwanted, unneeded, financial
millstone in the form of a "Vanity Project" behind our magnificent Newry
Cathedral. Our Council currently is running at a deficit of £68 millions and
they wish to create even more debt !!!
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80th Birthday Celebrations for 
Fr. Pat Tumilty O.P
Canal Court Hotel, Newry.
Monday 10  March,2025.th

We were pleased to be amongst the guests invited to the Canal Court Hotel to celebrate the 80th birthday
of Fr. Pat Tumilty O.P. Fr. Pat, who is a native of Dromalane, has been assigned to the Newry Dominican
Community since 2020 and is now virtually retired. We were pleased to be joined on the day by the
Provincial of the Irish Dominican Province, Fr John Harris.

Colleagues of Fr. T, clerical and secular, joined in the party as well as his siblings, Sally, Martin and Ann and
members of the extended family circle. Fr. Tumilty has officiated many of our events over the years and
we were very pleased to make a presentation to him as a token of our appreciation as well as conveying
Happy Birthday wishes to him. Here is to many more ,Fr. T.
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Once again were pleased to
participate in the Annual
Parade hosted by our local
Council. 
For many years now, we have also
organised transport for Camlough Brass
and Reed Band around the route,
courtesy of our Corporate Member,
SUREFREIGHT. The band have supported
many of our events in the past and it is
nice to be able to assist them in some
small way.

Long time SUREFREIGHT driver, Neil Weir,
was once again entrusted with the task
and his immaculately presented Scania
certainly turned heads along the way.

Sadly, we lost 2 musical stalwarts this
year. In June, Kevin Dinsmore passed
away and this was followed in September
with the death of a life long member,
Frank Mc Cabe. May Kevin and Frank rest
in peace.

St. Patricks Day
Parade, Newry.
Monday 17  March 2025.th
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On a lovely Summer Saturday we paid tribute to
the legendary Fr. Barry with the unveiling of a
commemorative plaque in the Dominican garden.
The unveiling was carried out by The Prior, Fr.
Patrick Desmond O.P, a native of Cork, and he was
joined by the previous incumbent, Fr. David Tohill
O.P, who is now assigned to Dundalk Priory.

Our event was well attended, reflecting the
popularity of this Newry priest who served an
incredible ministry of 72 years!!! This was our first
"Big Ticket" event of the year and reflected a lot of
hard work and research and we are indebted to
Maud Hamill and Chris Cassidy for their ongoing
help and support.

The presence of Kathy Mc Caughey and the Choir
Studio and their beautiful musical contribution
added greatly to the integrity of the occasion. Kathy
and the girls are always on hand to support, not
just us, but our entire community and their
fundraising for good causes is legendary. To date,
"The Choir Studio"have raised an incredible
£85,000 for local charities!!! THANK YOU LADIES.

Fr. Norbert Barry O.P
Tribute Event.
Saturday 5  July 2025.th
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Fr. Norbert Barry O.P
Tribute Event.
Saturday 5  July 2025.th

Photos by: Maud Hamill
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Fr. Norbert Barry O.P
Tribute Event.
Saturday 5  July 2025.th

Photos by: Maud Hamill
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Fr. Barry leaflet
We reprint the leaflet which we published for the event.
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55 Years of Service to God
and his Church.
Fr. Pat Tumilty O.P
Saturday 5th July 2025.

Following on from our tribute to Fr. Barry in the garden, it was time to adjourn to the
Dominican Hall to celebrate the achievements of another Newry man, Fr Pat Tumilty
O.P. Fr. T has memories of Fr. Barry from his time as a Mass Server in St. Catherines and
he is a man for whom he has the greatest respect. Fr. Tumilty was ordained in Dublin on
5  July 1970, 55 years ago to the day.th

The Hall was full of well wishers and Martina and her team of volunteers were ready to
dispense their hospitality. We had a specially decorated cake for the occasion and sandwiches
from Moira Mc Court were very well received. Being the epitome of humility that he is, Fr, T
seemed taken aback by the reception that he received but it was no less than he deserved.
Fr. Tumilty has willingly devoted his life to the service of others and the hallmarks of his
ministry are, he is non judgemental and he doesn't subscribe to condemnation. His mantra,
"The door is always open to everyone" says it all about this quiet, unassuming and humble
man.
We wish Fr. Tumilty many more happy years of his well earned retirement.

Photos by: Maud Hamill



Newry Maritime Association
Newry, Co .Down

newrymaritimeassociation@gmail.com
T: 078 5652 0029

19



Newry Maritime Association
Newry, Co .Down
20

newrymaritimeassociation@gmail.com
T: 078 5652 0029

Bolton Party Visit Newry.
Canal Court Hotel.
Monday 4  August / Thursday 7  August 2025.th th

Martin Donaghy is a Labour councillor in Bolton where he has resided since leaving school and
going to England to serve an engineering apprenticeship just over 50 years ago. His brother,
Michael, lives there also and both originate from Bessbrook and we are delighted to have them
as members of NMA.

In 2004, Martin was elected Mayor of Bolton and he and Michael brought a party from Bolton
council over to Newy and the Canal Court Hotel. This has become customary, with the group
visiting Newry every year since. This year was no exception and we were pleased to welcome
them to Canal Court at the beginning of August. The highlight of their visit was a trip on Newry
Canal to Warrenpoint with Cunningham Charters on board their new cruiser, "Sea Quest".
The party were really struck by the amazing scenery and commented positively on the huge
tourism potential offered by the Canal and its environs. We look forward to extending a warm
welcome to the group in 2026. 
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Remembering the Red Star Ferry.
Omeath.
Thursday 14  August 2025.th

The Red Star passenger ferry service operated across Carlingford Lough between
Warrenpoint and Omeath for over a century. The service ceased when the last boatman,
Brendan O Neill, retired in 2018.

In August 2023 we held a commemorative event in Warrenpoint at the old pier and we decided
to conclude the project with an event in Omeath in tribute to those ferrymen from the village
who contributed to the service. The well attended event took place on a beautiful summers
evening in August against the magnificent backdrop of a tranquil Lough resplendent in the
evening sunshine.

We were pleased to deliver the project in association with Omeath Historical Society and
Omeath Tidy Towns. Our plaque was jointly unveiled by Mrs Majella Anderson, whose family
were involved in Omeath and Barry "Dollar" Duffy whose Grandfather, Paddy, was the only
Newry man to operate a boat in the combine.

Post event hospitality was held in the Strand Hotel and Brendan O Neill facilitated a Q&A
session to conclude what was a highly successful evening. We wish to thank Brendan Hardy and
the team at M&M Steel Fabrications who kindly donated our plaque stand.

Photos by: Helena Young
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The band excelled and
obtained 3RD PLACE IN
Grade 4A and this was all
the more remarkable given
that this was the first year
that the band had
competed at this level.
Special, thanks to Pipe
Major David Hanna who
always facilitates our
events whenever possible
and we look forward to
further projects in the
future.
David is pictured receiving
the 3  place trophy after
the placement in Glasgow.
The hard work is paying
dividends and the only way
is up.

rd

Congratulations and well
done to Altnaveigh
Memorial Pipe Band and
we wish you continued
success in the coming
competitive year.

Congratulations to Pipe Major
David Hanna MBE and
Altnaveigh Memorial Pipe Band.

Competing at the Worlds Piping
Championships in Glasgow,
Saturday 16th AUGUST 2025
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We were pleased to be amongst the invited guests to an event in the village of
Omeath to mark the completion of the Carlingford Lough Greenway.

Mainly following the track bed of the old Newry/Greenore Railway, the Greenway offers
stunning views across the Lough and Newry River. The well appointed Grand Central
Hotel was the venue for the Presentations and hospitality and the hotel is an integral
part of the tourism offering of the village.

We were pleased to meet with retired Council officer, Mr Eamon Mc Manus, who
spearheaded the Greenway project in Newry back in 2012 and with whom we worked
closely. Also in attendance was NMDDC Capital Projects Officer, Mr Seamus Crossey,
who was responsible for the delivery of the Northern section from Victoria Lock to the
Border.

Official opening of the Carlingford
Lough Greenway.Omeath,
Friday 12  September 2025.th
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On a very windy Saturday at the end of September we
unveiled a commemorative plaque for one of
Warrenpoint's most illustrious sons, John Crawford, a
member of an old and highly respected family in the
town.

John became a Dominican priest and was consecrated a
Bishop in 1961 and appointed to the Western Solomon
Islands, a post he held until his retirement in 1995. The Prior
of St Catherines, Newry, Fr Patrick Desmond O.P, unveiled our
plaque for his fellow Dominican.

We wish to thank The Braham Group for their very
generous sponsorship of this event and also Mr
Brendan Hardy and the team in The Posh Pig Bar and
Restaurant who very kindly hosted post event
hospitality.

Tribute to Bishop John
Crawford O.P,
The Square, Warrenpoint.
Saturday 20  September 2025.th
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We are pleased to publish the leaflet from the event.
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We were privileged to attend the 150th anniversary of the opening of this magnificent church, filled
to capacity for the occasion, in the presence of the Master General of the Order ,the Irish Provincial
and the Newry Dominican community.

The Dominicans have always been well supported in Newry since their arrival in 1871 and equally
have supported our community through good times and bad. A strong bond was forged over the
decades with the Dockers and Port Workers with the latter tending the Dominican garden in a
voluntary capacity. Today, there are just 2 Newry priests attached to the Order. Fr Pat Tumilty O.P
is a member of the Irish Province assigned to Newry whilst Fr David Rocks O.P is attached to the
Belgian Province.

Following the very inspiring Mass, hospitality was provided in the Church Hall.

150th Anniversary of St.
Catherines Dominican
Church, Newry.
Friday 17  October 2025.th

Photos: Newry.ie
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NMA launched their exhibition charting the career of Archbishop Carroll SMA in Newry
City Library ahead of the tribute event in Newry Cathedral on the following Saturday. We
commissioned 5 pop ups and we also obtained the portrait of the Archbishop which the
Council had painted in 1985.
We wish to thank Council officials, Alan Freeburn and Declan Carroll for their help and
assistance with arranging the loan of the portrait and also, Chris Cassidy Libraries NI, for
his help with the exhibition.

Launch of Archbishop 
Francis Carroll SMA Exhibition,
Newry City Library.
Tuesday 21  October 2025.st

Photos: Newry.ie



Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

Newry Maritime Association
Newry, Co .Down

newrymaritimeassociation@gmail.com
T: 078 5652 0029

39

And so, following on from the launch of our exhibition a few days earlier the big
day had arrived and our tribute to a famous son of Newry was about to be rolled
out in Newry Cathedral. This magnificent edifice was designed by the prominent
Newry architect, Thomas Duff, who also designed the cathedrals in Armagh and

Dundalk.

The venue was most appropriate as the Cathedral had featured prominently in
the life of Francis Carroll, son of a Docker from nearby Castle St.

Francis was baptised, received Holy Communion, Confirmed and ordained here in
1936 ahead of his priestly ministry of 42 years in Liberia. With his passing, his journey

ended where it had begun..........Newry Cathedral

The venue was selected at the suggestion of Canon Francis Brown, Administrator
of Newry Cathedral Parish, who was the Chief Concelebrant of the Mass

dedicated to the Archbishop with 5 priests on the altar.

Photos by Rowan Hand
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Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

The beautiful musical contribution from Kathy Mc Caughey and members of "The
Choir Studio" lent added solemnity and integrity to the ceremony. On 14th

October 1980 Archbishop Carroll was carried from "His" Cathedral at the
conclusion of his Requiem Mass as the Cathedral choir sang "How Great Thou Art".

Most poignantly, Kathy and "The Choir Studio" concluded proceedings with the
same hymn almost 45 years later !!!

Photos by Maud Hamill
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Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

We moved outside to the Cathedral garden and were most fortunate to avail of a window of
sunshine in what was a day of very inclement weather. This oasis of tranquility was a blaze of

colour thanks to the hard work and effort from Siobhan Burns and her team of dedicated
volunteers.

The Community Leader of SMA Dromantine, Fr. Joe Egan, unveiled our commemorative
plaque to Archbishop Carroll and spoke in glowing terms of his immense contribution to the

Order.

We wish to thank Brendan Hardy and the team at M&M Steel Fabrications who kindly
donated our plaque stand.

Photos by Maud Hamill
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Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

Photos by Maud Hamill



Newry Maritime Association
Newry, Co .Down

newrymaritimeassociation@gmail.com
T: 078 5652 0029

43

Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

With all the formalities concluded we adjourned to the well appointed Newry Parish
Centre where guests were treated to hospitality and had the opportunity to network

and socialise.

Photos by Maud Hamill
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Tribute to Archbishop Francis
Carroll SMA D.D DPh,
Newry Cathedral and Garden,
Saturday 25  October 2025.th

Photos by Maud Hamill
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Remembrance Sunday.
Newry.
Sunday 9  November 2025.th

Once again, we participated in the annual commemoration organised by the Royal British Legion.
There was warmth in the sun on a beautiful Autumnal Sunday morning as we watched the well

marshalled parade arrive at the Cenotaph led by the Hunter Moore Memorial Flute Band.

Two wreaths are laid on behalf of Newry Maritime Association.

A "Fisher Flag" wreath, sponsored by Mrs Susan Fisher and family, is laid in remembrance of all those
who sailed with the Fisher fleet. The tribute was laid by James Mc Arevey this year.

We also lay the only tribute to the Merchant Navy who played such a key role in both world wars.
Winston Churchill referred to the civilian sailors as "The Fourth Force".

This wreath, sponsored annually by our esteemed members and sisters, Helena Carr and Bridie Kane,
was laid by Claire Toal.

The sounding of The Last Post and Reveille is always the poignant highlight of the ceremonial and it
drew added attention this year.

The event came to a close with a haunting lament on the pipes played by Pipe Major David Hanna
MBE from Altnaveigh Memorial Pipe Band.  
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Three generations of the Morrow family played the tribute. Allen Morrow, his son
Brian and Grand Daughter Emily are members of Commons Silver Band. Miss Mary
Morrow, sister of Allen, was employed in Fishers shipping office for almost 45 years

and was present on the day.
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Launch of Canal
Regeneration Project.
10  November 2025.th

Helena Young.

November saw the first meeting of a joint working group which has been set up
with the aim of regenerating our historic Newry Canal.

The group includes councillors and officers from Newry Mourne and Down and Armagh,
Banbridge and Craigavon councils.

The working group will explore, promote, and support the regeneration of Newry Canal
through collaboration, research and stakeholder engagement. It will also identify and
pursue funding sources for regeneration projects and support the development of a

long-term vision and strategic framework for the regeneration of Newry Canal.

During the months leading up to the formation of this group councillor Helena Young of
the Newry Maritime Association had organised and facilitated meetings with both

Birmingham City Council and Bolton City Council to discuss their journey in regenerating
their canals.
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It is hoped that now that there is a dedicated working group there will be a real appetite
and focus on making significant progress with the plans and aspirations for the canal.

There are so many opportunities to explore, particularly with recreation, tourism, active
travel and economic development and of course celebrating our Maritime history, which

Newry Maritime Association has a vested interest in.

In August of this year NMA hosted a delegation of councillors from Bolton when we
travelled along the canal by boat from the Albert basin through the wonderful Victoria

Lock on to Warrenpoint Harbour. It was a glorious journey and it showed our canal from a
very different perspective there is so much untapped potential.

This welcome new focus on Newry Canal will also tie in with the plans for Newry City Park
on the Albert Basin site. With the addition of a 15-acre Park and the ambition and vision
of a regenerated canal this could provide the opportunity to ensure that this wonderful

asset should be the Jewel in the Crown of Newry.
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Yesterday Once More.
Newry City Library.
Wednesday 10  December 2025.th

Our busy schedule of events concluded with a very special event in the heritage
section of Newry City Library. All at NMA were really pleased to receive a donation of

three incredibly detailed models of Newry registered ships from a Lisburn based
model maker, John Mc Aleavey, a sprightly and very talented crafter. We were

pleased to host hospitality for John, his wife Anne and invited guests to mark the
handover of the models. The ships in question are, "SS Portadown", "SS Ulidia" and

"SS Pine", all members of the famed fleet of Joseph Fisher & Sons based in the Albert
Basin.

"SS Ulidia" built in 1903, is the only ship in the Fisher fleet that never docked in
Newry. At 5,000 tons grt, she was built for foreign trade mostly in the Baltic

and Mediterranean. .never repeated this exercise and the ship was sold off in
1916. The other two steamers were mostly deployed in the home trade across

Ireland and Britain.

"SS Ulidia"

Photos by Helena Young
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Although living in Lisburn for nearly half a century, John Mc Aleavey now 82,
was born in Pool Lane, Newry in what was known as "Sailortown". John went to
sea when he was 16 years old with the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company on
their vessel, "Empress of England". He then joined "MV Walnut", a collier in the

Fisher fleet and the second to carry the name. 

A serious workplace accident terminated his seafaring career and he took up
employment in the coal yard. After 5 years he followed the emigrant trail to London
where he trained and qualified as a State Registered Mental Health Nurse. Romance

blossomed also and he met Anne, a native of Ballybay, and they married in London in
1969. The couple returned to the North in 1972 and John took up employment in

Armagh and worked as a mental health nurse until his retirement.

Crafting ships models became a passion starting with "SS Walnut" in 1970 and over
the years he has built more than 25 bespoke and detailed models. His collection

reflects various genres from sailing to fishing and steam to diesel. We are privileged
to be gifted these 3 fine specimens from the Fisher fleet. These models are an

obvious labour of love........... the level of detail is unreal.

Yesterday Once More.
Newry City Library.
Wednesday 10  December 2025.th

Photos by Helena Young
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Yesterday Once More.
Newry City Library.
Wednesday 10  December 2025.th

Photos by Newry.ie

Our models are displayed in specially
commissioned polycarbonate cases.

Polycarbonate is a particularly durable material
which is largely used in civic protective settings
such as security screens, traffic light covers and

emergency response vehicles.

We are indebted to Michael Mc Caul Signs, NMA
Corporate Member and preferred sign maker, for

their fabrication. Although not an item in their
portfolio of manufacture, they readily agreed to
facilitate us as long standing customers and the

finished goods really compliment their occupants.
Thank you Michael and all the team.

Once again we are very pleased to have delivered
this project in association with Chris Cassidy,

Heritage Officer in Newry City Library, and we are
donating the models on permanent loan to Libraries

NI. Chris is a good friend and mentor to NMA and
the Community and Voluntary Sector across Newry

and District. Chris and Oliver Mc Geough also
facilitated our post-event hospitality which was very

well received by all in attendance.



Trainor Transport.
Nomadic Caravans.

KC Hire. 
Crillys Sweets.
Medical Hall.

Mallons Hardware.
Mulkerns Eurospar.

John Tinnelly & Sons.
Supervalu Dublin Road.

Felix O Hare & Co.
Ben Wilson Steel.
Country Carpets.

BMC Freight.
Citywest Transport.

Mc Parland Demolition.
Surefreight.
MJM Group.

Michael Mc Caul Signs.
Re-Gen.

Haldane- Fisher.
Eamonn Rooney Coach Hire.

Peter Fitzpatrick Quarries.
Canal Court Hotel.

Courtneys Restaurants.
Tinnelly construction

All 3 Studio.
Charles Digney & Sons.

Northfield Farm.
Hanna- Hillen Estates.

Dineen Office Supplies.
Boyds Stores.
The Bank Bar.

Phelan & Prescott.
Tiernans Solicitors.

AJ Plumbing Supplies.
Newry, Mourne & Down District Council.

Destination Newry.
Mc Shane & Co Solicitors.

NW Kehoe & Sons.
Warrenpoint Port.

CLdN, Ro Ro
HMT Shipping.

Carlingford Lough Ferry.
Chestnutt Holiday Parks.

Clarke Wholesale.
Braham Group.

The Modern Fireplace Company.
The Kelly Family.
Blue Print Pizza.

A very special thank you to all our valued Corporate Members
who supported us across 2025. Without your financial support we

would be unable to deliver a schedule of events as we do
annually. Your support helps us to preserve and actively promote

our rich tapestry of maritime history and those who created it. 

NMA CORPORATE MEMBERS 2025.

 Carlingford Lough Ferry departing from Greencastle, Co.
Down on passage to Greenore, Co. Louth.

"Support the businesses that support our community"


